
 

 
Doohamlet Community Centre Update, October 2019 

 

Making Progress 
Work is underway on the redevelopment of Doohamlet 
Community Centre. Doohamlet Construction won the 
contract and started work in March 2019. The new 
centre will be a modern focal point in our village hosting 
events, activities, celebrations and programmes. It will 
be warm and bright, with a welcoming reception area for 
people to meet and relax. We will be able to host a much 
wider range of activities in the 2 meeting rooms. The 
kitchen is bigger. The main hall has been completely 
renovated and will be suitable for all sorts of games, 
dramas, events and performances. The whole building 
will be much more accessible for young children, older 
people and people with a disability. The project is due 
for completion in Spring 2020 and we cannot wait to 
open our doors to you all. 
 

Working hard for our Community! 
It’s been a very busy year for our committee – 
we’ve been working closely with Doohamlet 
Construction and our Engineer FJ Coyle & 
Associates, managing the finances and 
keeping our grant paperwork in order. We’re 
doing our very best to deliver a really high 
quality project at the best value to the 
community. We’ve been actively applying for 
all sorts of grants, but unfortunately 2019 has 
not been our year… out of 10 different grant 
applications requesting €145,000 we have 
only successfully secured €7,500.  
We are hopeful our luck will change and we 
will keep applying for any relevant funding that 
comes up.  
 

Becoming Sustainable 
 

Sustainability is at the heart of this 
project. Our new extension will be 
built to modern building standards, 
meaning it will be warm and 
comfortable and more efficient to 
run.  
We’re also upgrading the old 
building to a similar standard – 
everyone who spent any time in 
the old, damp, cold hall will know 
this is no small task. Thankfully we 
have secured funding from the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of 
Ireland toward a new heat pump 
system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’ve also secured funding from 
SSE Airtricity’s Community Fund 
for PV Panels – these will generate 
electricity, reducing our running 
costs and making us more energy 
efficient.  
 
 

New Centre – New Logo! 
 
Our new logo and branding introduces 2 symbols 
that encompass our ethos as we enter a new era 
for Doohamlet Community Centre.  
 
The tree and stream represents the biodiversity 
garden adjoining the centre and reflects the 
sustainable and energy efficient measures 
implemented in the project.  
 
The second symbol represents the centre’s role in 
bringing the whole community together.  
 
 

Supported by Local Business 
We’ve been lucky enough to work with a number of local 
businesses to deliver this project. They have been hugely 
supportive of our voluntary committee, coming up with solutions 
and helping us through this complicated process – the committee 
is very grateful for all of their help!  

   

       
 



 
 

  

 

Modern Signage 
We know how important it is that our new centre makes 
a statement from the roadside so that everyone passing 
knows that things have changed, so we are delighted 
to be able to confirm modern new signage is planned. 

 
Not only will we have new  
signage, but the exterior and  
interior signage will be in both 
English and Irish. Elements of our signage will also 
reflect the heritage of our building – our new meeting 
room will be called the River Room (Seomra na 
hAbhann) due to its proximity to the stream in our 
beautiful community garden. The original meeting 
room, with views of the Millrace bridge, will be called 
the Mill Room (Seomra an Mhuilinn) to remind us of 
Doohamlet’s rich history of flax and corn mills. We 
thank Foras na Gaeilge, whose support is allowing us 
to provide bilingual signage. This small but important 
feature will promote our native language and culture at 
local level. 

  
 
 

Funding the Project 
We are confident the community will be impressed with 
the new community centre when its open. It is a major 
project for a village as small as ours, and will serve our 
community for decades to come. The total value of the 
works underway is €720,000 and we have funding of 
€520,000. The main grant (€500,000) is from Leader.  
 

 
 
Through people’s generosity we have fundraised 
€100,000 over the past 5 years. €60,000 of this was 
raised over the past 2 years alone. Without this money 
we would not have been able to start the project and 
we would not have been able to secure the Leader 
funding.  
 
We are working with a social lending institute called 
Clann Credo – they’re a company that specialises in 
helping community groups deliver major projects like 
ours. Clann Credo will provide a loan of approximately 
€120,000 (at an interest rate of 5% APR) to allow us to 
complete the works. It is important we pay the loan 
back as quickly as possible to reduce the amount of 
interest due.    
 
Even though other groups are fundraising for other 
important projects in our community, we will also have 
to continue fundraising. Over the coming years 
fundraising will get easier as we will have a great venue 
to host a wide range of events that will bring our 
community together, but for now we must continue 
thinking creatively….   
 
This year we are rolling out another innovative 
fundraiser – we will be commissioning a piece of wall 
art to commemorate the opening of the new centre. 
Details are on the back page of this newsletter and we 
hope everyone will be part of it! 
 

John Doran, 

Chairperson, Doohamlet Community Centre  
October 2019 

Prize Bond Update 

 
In January 2019 we purchased 800 Prize Bond shares, 
and we are sad to report that over the course of the year 
we have had no wins. It’s very disappointing!  
There’s always a silver lining though, and all 241 
syndicate members will be due €20 of their investment 
back in the coming months. We also raised €19,000 for 
the redevelopment project – a great result and we thank 
everyone who supported it. 

Annual Bazaar 
Kids and families love the Christmas  
bazaar, and although the centre is closed 
we don’t want to break with tradition.  
We’re planning our annual bazaar will still take 
Place in another venue on Sunday 8th December. We 
will not be doing a door-to-door collection fo rthe 
bazaard this year, but if you have anything to donate 
that would be suitable as a prize (Unwanted gifts, wine, 
biscuts, new toys etc) it would be very gratefully 
received by any of our committee members.    
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Progress Photos 

 
 

Here’s a few key pictures of the transformation that has been taking place since March 2019: 
 

     
The wooden floor was removed from the Main Underfloor heating has been provided   
             Hall before works commenced         throughout the new building 

   

      
       Foundations laid to the new extension,      An aerial view taken in August 2019. The entire 
which includes a new lobby and reception area,       building was re-roofed with insulated roof  
            meeting room, kitchen and toilets     Panels. Solar PV panels have been added since.  

    
   The main entrance door has been moved to       The old meeting room now has new windows  
                      The rear of the building                         and patio doors leading to the garden 
  



 
 

Introducing our new fundraising initiative… 
WRITE ON OUR WALL! 

 
We’re commissioning a piece of wall art to commemorate the re-opening of  

Doohamlet Community Centre in 2020. Send us your messages. Be part of history….. 
 

After an investment of over €720,000, the re-opening of Doohamlet Community Centre in 
2020 will be a historic moment for Doohamlet, setting the seed for many wonderful things to 
come, and we want to mark the occasion.  
 
We’re inviting you to show your support and be written into history by Writing on our Wall. 
Your message will be included in a piece of wall art, which will be hung in the entrance area 
for years to come and will be available for everyone using the centre to see. 
  

Your message can be as simple as your name and townland. 
Or you could think about including a personal message…. 

Name the members of your family.  
Dedicate a message to an elderly or deceased relative. 

Provide a blessing for the building or the community. 
Mention a memory of the old community centre or of Doohamlet. 

Advertise your business. 
 

Whatever you do, make sure you’re part of it! 
 

 
A space on our wall starts from €100. Committee representatives will be calling in the 
coming weeks to explain more about this scheme, and more details and an application form 
are provided on the attached flyer. Payment can be made; 

• in cash,  

• By cheque, made payable to Doohamlet Community & Resource Centre, or  

• Bank transfer - please make sure to include your name in the online payment 
reference and return the application form with your message to a committee 
member; 

 
Account Name:  Doohamlet Community & Resource Centre 
  
IBAN: IE47 AIBK 9324 2615 3550 84  IBAN:  AIBKIE2D 

 
Your support is greatly appreciated and all funds raised go to the redevelopment of 
Doohamlet Community Centre. Application forms are available from the committee.  
 
Doohamlet Community Centre Committee 2019:   
John Doran (Chairperson), Bernard McKenna (Treasurer), Ciaran Walshe (Secretary),  
Anne Malone, Roisin Moore, Pauline Gilsenan, Mary McArdle, PJ Harte, Jim Connolly.  
               
Email doohamletcommunitycentre@gmail.com 

 

mailto:doohamletcommunitycentre@gmail.com

